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Artist Statement 


Stephanie Russ 


My work evolves intuitively as I draw inspiration from my own 
emotional responses to the changing environment. I hope to create an 
internal landscape which captures the essence of nature in motion. 

The mystery of natural change as it develops through cycles and 
rhythms is the driving force behind my work. 

Arriving in Alberta I was struck by the vastness of the sky. The 
colours and cloud formations were unlike any others I had seen before. 
It spoke to me as a powerful reminder of the fragility of our 
existence. It evolves constantly on numerous levels, decaying, 
rejuvenating, transforming, growing, dying. Nature can be so volatile 
and unpredictable. Seemingly chaotic on all levels and yet it can be 
a source of equilibrium and tranquility. It functions in total 
acceptance, it’s never constant, never predictable, its nature is 
change. 

The prints in this exhibition have developed in layers, each mark 
responding to the next like a musical improvisation. The marks 
themselves become my language and my search for understanding. Each 
mark is a simple gesture and yet in combination they function in a 
more intricate and complex manner. I see this gestural improvisation 
as a metaphor for a return to nature, the discovery, exploration and 
expansion of our limits as we reach for the infinite. 

For me the place of absolute solace is the natural environment, it 
speaks of abandon, a space that frees itself of all human 
dependencies. I want to create from this freedom, this natural 


abandon through these works. 
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